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& 2 K touldbe more poeticthan a magnificentmagentamountainraggedlyyet delicatelycontoured
againstthe pinkish evening?Demure and tranquil, it is gracefully attending to its own solitude, in which
everythingis negatedexceptthe placidspirit of an artist who is conjuringup a magnificentmagentamountaing
beautifullywrote, Myint Myat Thu

In his first Abstracted Reflectionseries, Min Zaw uses colour papers, the material employed by
ancient Japaneseraftsmenand incorporatedtraditional Myanmar visuals,motives and coloursin makinghis
collageworks Thecreasedblaneandthe nature-like texture of the mountainrangesclouds,forests,riversand
pagodaswere not just visualenlightenmentfrom nature, or the ever-changingconditionscreatedby climatesor
peoplebut alsoechoeda € | Yy YsodidRdliticaltraumas,changesandtransitionsfrom the 196G to the 1980s.
Thefailed socialismof the military regimestifled the economy,social,culture and education manyconsideredt
the & 5 | INJ SE Myanmar after independence which Min Zaw and his contemporarieswitness and went
through, alwaysin fear and darknessIt alsoseemslike someof these collageworks of Min Zawre-examinethe
relation between painting and sculpture In work, & 9 vy (i Ndthe® § 3 2 tRd usetl of paperasa mediumin
the paintingalmostmirrored the paintinglike visionto a sculpturelike object

In AbstractedReflection2, Min Zawfurther emphasisesnd amplifiesthe creasedplanein hisworks
but applyacrylicon canvasesnstead It wasin 2007that Min Zawunexpectedlynoticedthe crumpledpaperon
his studiofloor, a creasedexture that arosecontortionsliked the strugglingof the canvasTohim, thesetextures
are significant A Uc@rary of forms and flatness,calmnessand shaking,clearnessand complexity,and at the
sametime, it is visuallyvery simpleand attractive, and it stirs emotionsaswell. Min Zawchangeof mediumis
more than just the changeof method here; he alsogivesa changeof view and a new aesthetic Theminimalised
introduction of light and shadowcreatethe sensoryperceptionsof seeingcoloursand light or of hearingsounds
andvoices Throughthe abstractedcreasedexturesandthe reflectedlayers,he takesusto the world of exciting
landscapes Sometimesit might be a world of solitude and restfulness, or doubts of suspensionand
contradiction, or spectacularperception of the supernatural Min 2| gl&éhdscapescan be seennot only as
artworks but as settingswhich break the boundariesof art. 2 K | im@@, they can be viewed as a naturistic
landscapebeautifulandtranquil, or viewedasthe livingworld into whichyou canenter and wantsto go beyond
reality.
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